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The publication of Pope Francisô Apostolic Exhortation recently on the call to holiness in todayôs world has been a major 

headline event.  Pope Francis notes the following on the purpose of the instruction which is five chapters and 177 paragraphs 

long.  He says, ñMy modest goal is to re-propose the call to holiness in a practical way for our own time, with all its risks, 

challenges and opportunities.ò  The title of the instruction is ñRejoice and Be Glad!ò  (Mt 5:12).  During these weeks, six or 

seven paragraphs from each of the five chapters will be shared in the bulletin weekly for your reflection and enlightenment.  

The full text is available online at http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-

francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html.  It is available in several languages.   

  

This weekôs sharing is from Chapter Two: 

 

TWO SUBTLE ENEMIES OF HOLINESS 

 

35. Here I would like to mention two false forms of holiness that can lead us astray:  Gnosticism and Pelagianism.  They are 

two heresies from early Christian times, yet they continue to plague us.  In our times too, many Christians, perhaps without 

realizing it, can be seduced by these deceptive ideas, which reflect on anthropocentric immanentism disguised as Catholic 

truth.  Let us take a look at these two forms of doctrinal or disciplinary security that give rise ñto a narcissistic and 

authoritarian elitism, whereby instead of evangelizing, one analyzes and classifies others, and instead of opening the door to 

grace, one exhausts his or her energies in inspecting and verifying.  In neither case is one really concerned about Jesus 

Christ or othersò. 

 

36. Gnosticism presumes ña purely subjective faith whose only interest is a certain experience or a set of ideas and bits of 

information which are meant to console and enlighten, but which ultimately keep one imprisoned in his or her own thoughts 

and feelingsò. 

 

An intellect without God and without flesh 

 

37. Thanks be to God, throughout the history of the Church it has always been clear that a personôs perfection is measured not 

by the information or knowledge they possess, but by the depth of their charity. ñGnosticsò do not understand this, because 

they judge others based on their ability to understand the complexity of certain doctrines.  They think of the intellect as 

separate from the flesh, and thus become incapable of touching Christôs suffering flesh in others, locked up as they are in an 

encyclopedia of abstractions.  In the end, by disembodying the mystery, they prefer ña God without Christ, a Christ without 

the Church, a Church without her peopleò.   

 

38. Certainly this is a superficial conceit:  there is much movement on the surface, but the mind is neither deeply moved nor 

affected.  Still, Gnosticism exercises a deceptive attraction for some people, since the gnostic approach is strict and 

allegedly pure, and can appear to possess a certain harmony or order that encompasses everything. 

 

39. Here we have to be careful.  I am not referring to a rationalism inimical to Christian faith.  It can be present within the 

Church, both among the laity in parishes and teachers of philosophy and theology in centers of formation.  Gnostics think 

that their explanations can make the entirety of the faith and the Gospel perfectly comprehensible.  They absolutize their 

own theories and force others to submit to their way of thinking.  A healthy and humble use of reason in order to reflect on 

the theological and moral teaching of the Gospel is one thing.  It is another to reduce Jesusô teaching to a cold and harsh 

logic that seeks to dominate everything.   

 

A doctrine without mystery 

 

40. Gnosticism is one of the most sinister ideologies because, while unduly exalting knowledge or a specific experience, it 

considers its own vision of reality to be perfect.  Thus, perhaps without even realizing it, this ideology feeds on itself and 

becomes even more myopic.  It can become all the more illusory when it masks itself as a disembodied spirituality.  For 

Gnosticism ñby its very nature seeks to domesticate the mysteryò, whether the mystery of God and his grace, or the mystery 

of othersô lives. 

 

JULY 29TH BON VOYAGE RECEPTION FOR FR. RICHARD:  Fr. Richard Awange will be taking up his new 

assignment in pastoral ministry at St. Margaretôs parish in Tucson on August 1st.  The parish is most grateful to Fr. Richard for 

his very generous spirit of service and ministry during these past two years.  He has been very available for a wide range of 

priestly ministries during this period of time.  The parish will host a bon voyage reception in the Parish Activity Center for Fr. 

Richard after the 9am Mass on Sunday, July 29th.   

Sunday, July 15, 2018 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
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Scripture Reflection  
 

DID YOU KNOW . . .   

No matter where Catholics may be, the public liturgy 

is generally the same, with the same readings, 

prayers, and Eucharistic sacrifice. 

Becoming Catholic or  

Finishing Your Sacraments  

 
RCIA Process 

Year-long for the un-baptized (and non-practicing 

baptized), to prepare for receiving the Sacraments of 

Initiation...Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.  Series is 

offered on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, starting September 

11, 2018, in the Parish Activity Center. Sacraments will be 

received at the Easter Vigil, 2019. Cost is $40 for 

materials.  Call the parish office for more information. 

Profession of Faith:  This 12 week series is for persons 

who are baptized, practicing Christians, and wish to be 

oriented to the Sacraments and practices of the Catholic 

Church.  Series is offered on Tuesday evenings starting 

September 11, 2018, at 7pm in the Parish Activity Center.  

Cost is $40 for materials.  Call the parish office for more 

information. 

Adult Confirmation:  This 9-week series is for Catholic 

adults who are lacking Confirmation. Series is offered on 

Tuesday evenings starting September 25, 2018, at 7pm in 

the Parish Activity Center. Cost is $40 for materials.  Call 

the parish office for more information. 

 

Diocese of Tucson  

Catholic Bible Institute 2018 -2021 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!   

 

The Catholic Bible Institute of Southern Arizona 

(CBISA) ) is a three-year program that involves a 

comprehensive study of the Sacred Scriptures, with 

particular focus on methods of biblical study, sharing and 

praying with scripture, and application of skills in Bible-

study leadership. ENROLLMENT OPTION: Certification 

-  Satisfactory completion of all requirements for all six 

semesters: Year I, Year II, & Year III    

Enrichment: Participation in Year I and/or Year II, without 

earning a certification.  

Sessions: One Saturday per month, 8:30am - 4:30pm   

Location:  Our Mother of Sorrows Parish  

Tuition: $300.00 per year   

To register, contact Isabel Madrid at 

imadrid@diocesetucson.org or 520 838-2544. Information 

brochures are located in the entryway of the parish hall or 

in the parish office, or contact Laura Stehle or Melinda 

Caballero, staff graduates of CBI, in the parish office,  

747-1321. 

Sunday, July 15, 2018, 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Amos 7:12-15, Ephesians 1:3-14, Mark 6:7-13 

 

 When Jesus sends out the Apostles, He does it in a 

way that makes them dependent on the people they are 

going to be preaching to. If the people in a town werenôt 

open to repentance, then that pair was supposed to shake 

the dust off their shoes and leave. The Apostles were 

successful since they drove out many demons and cured 

many who were ill. 

 Can you imagine the worry when they were first sent 

out? What if theyôd walked into a town that wasnôt 

receptive and theyôd have to move on to the next one? 

They didnôt have any food with them and no money to buy 

any. Jesus knew how successful they would be, but they 

were trusting Him. 

 We are sent forth after each Mass to preach the Good 

News. We donôt know what kind of reception weôll 

receive, but weôre lucky to live in a country where freedom 

of religion is guaranteed by our Constitution. Living our 

faith is one way to share what we believe. Giving thanks 

before a meal even if youôre eating in a restaurant. Talking 

about the homily with friends after Mass might invite 

someone sitting nearby to ask questions. Reading the Bible 

in the lunchroom shows others youôre Christian without 

saying a word. 

 

What other ways can you think of to preach the Good 

News through actions rather than words?  

 
5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎϯ  
.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ  

 

 
! CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ  

 
 

5ŀǘŜǎΥ  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΣ Wǳƭȅ ом ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇǘ нр  
¢ƛƳŜΥ  тΥлл-уΥол ǇƳ 

[ƻŎŀǝƻƴΥ  t!/ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ 
 
tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 

ƻŶŎŜΦ  /ƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƛǎ ϷмоΦ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǘΥ 9ƛƎƘǘ 
9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ  

ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
/ƘŀƴƎŜ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜ  

 
ōȅ 5ǊΦ !ƭƭŜƴ Iǳƴǘ 
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Liturgy At A Glance! 
Lyn Bulski at 305-3612 or Lbulski@ omosparish.org 

PRIEST CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

Wednesday  6pm - 6:25 pm 

Saturday 4pm - 5pm 

Saturday 7pm - 7:30pm 
 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

(In some instances, the optional readings may be used) 

Monday: Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  

 Mt 10:34 ð 11:1 

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15;  

 Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab, 15-21;  

 Mt 11:28-30 

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 16;  

 Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21 

Sunday: Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18;  

 Mk 6:30-34 

 

      Eternal rest grant unto them,  
      O Lord 

 

        Roland Valdez, Estrella Corvera, Teresita Raccuglia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"ñIn the presence of Jesus in the Holy Sacrament we ought to be 

like the Blessed in heaven before the Divine Essence".  

 

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

Eucharistic Adorers Needed 
Sunday 1:00pm 
Tuesday 2:00pm  

Wednesday 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:00am, 
7:00pm 

July 22            16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our Mother of Sorrows Parish is 

seeking applicants for an immediate 

opening for a custodian.  This part 

time position will be for the second 

shift evening crew primarily 

responsible for cleaning and 

maintaining the school buildings, Kino office, and other 

buildings on campus as required.  The successful candidate 

must be a self-starter, well organized, be able to work 

individually as well as with a team, and have a thorough 

knowledge of the use of the chemicals, tools, and 

equipment associated with custodial work and general 

maintenance. A high school diploma or equivalent 

education plus one yearôs experience in a commercial or 

private maintenance, custodial, or similar position is 

required.  Bi-lingual English/Spanish preferred.  See the 

Diocese of Tucson job description at https://

www.diocesetucson.org/human-resources/employment-

opportunities. 

     July 7 -8, 2018 

                    $24,482.58 
 

Thank you for your generous support! 


